R. L. Stine, author of the #1 bestselling children's book series, Goosebumps, will be featured at the festival, along with awardwinning producer, director, and screen writer, John Carpenter. A few other high profile literary figures, like Richard Taylor, the newly designated "Poet Laureate" of Kentucky will be attending the festival. Scholarly authors will be in attendance too, like Dr. James Haskins, the highly acclaimed author from the University of Florida. Some 75 other local, regional, and nationally known authors, to numerous to mention, are also expected at the festival your favorite might be among them! Come and find out! Governor Paul E. Patton has agreed to serve as the event's honorary chairperson, and schedule permitting, he will be on hand during some of the activities. The Southern Kentucky Festival of Books has been designed to be a family event. Celebrity readings, demonstrations, panel discussions, and a number of Antiquarian Book Dealers will be on hand at the festival to provide plenty of activities of interest to both children and adults.
Many children's activities are planned for the festival. Nearly every children's author indicated a willingness to do storytelling, readings, etc. for the young people. There will also be a range of handson activities for children: making bookmarks, book making, button creation, coloring sheets, goody bags, and even photo opportunities with one of the eight costumed characters that will be on hand to interact with the children (including the Cat in the Hat, Garfield, etc.).
The festival is likely to be remembered as one of the foremost educational and cultural events in the region. In order to encourage students to Read! Learn! and Connect!, the theme of National Library Week this year, the Southern Kentucky Festival of Books has sponsored a number of contests in the area schools. Grades K3 are to design a book cover; grades 46 are to write an essay of 300 words on "Reading is..."; grades 78 are to write a 500 word essay using the same theme; and grades 912 are to write poetry. Winners in the various categories will receive prizes, and their work will be published in a festival tabloid! They will also have an opportunity to have "Lunch with R. L. Stine. All this in addition to bringing nearly 80 high quality authors, all of whom are willing to do readings, panel presentations, and book signings as a way to encourage interest in reading. Sunday April 18, concludes the Southern Kentucky Festival of Books. Those who missed Saturday's opportunity to meet and speak with critically acclaimed novelists will certainly want to take advantage of this last opportunity to do so . Book signings and other special programs involving these authors will be held from Noon5:00 p.m. Any proceeds from the book festival and all related activities will benefit: WKU Libraries, Bowling Green Public Libraries, and Barnes and Nobles' "First Book" project.
We encourage you to attend! Events and activities are still being added daily as we go to press, so please tune into one of our media related sponsors for updates on events. The Kentucky Library announces the acquisition and cataloging of its 1000th broadside. Its 1000th what? A broadside is a term librarians use for a onesided printed piece; they have been used for hundreds of years to make political announcements, advertise events, state personal beliefs, and make literary statements. The Kentucky Library's broadside collection features a wide array of subjects, ranging from announcements for dances, parties, circuses, political speeches, and religious events to poetry, political invective, and store advertisements. Each broadside is painstakingly cataloged to give it as many access points as possible. All references to people, communities, and counties are indexed as well as general subjects. The index to the first 1000 Kentucky Library broadsides contains over 8000 subject entries.
Selecting the broadside that would bear the significant number "1000" was difficult. Weighing the pretty illustrations of one broadside against the significant content of another was no easy task. The only definitive criteria was that the piece had to be from Kentucky and preferably from the Southcentral region. The broadside chosen is actually fairly small, measuring only 27.5 x 10 centimeters. It is an "extra" published by the Kentucky Standard, a Bowling Green newspaper that was printed in the mid1850s by R. J. Smith. The Kentucky Library owns only five copies of this newspaper.
The Kentucky Standard issued this "extra" on June 20, 1854 to announce the Bowling Green "appearance...in a most destructive form" of the dreaded disease cholera. It lists three victims who "all died within the space of ten hours" and "a young lad by the name of John Beck, [who] was attacked, and survived only eight hours." The broadside characterizes the disease as "a type...to baffle all medical skill. Our physicians and citizens generally deserve all praise for their unrelenting attention to the sick."
As was common throughout cholerastricken river towns in the South, Bowling Green citizens vacated the town during the epidemic. The broadside noted that "many of our citizens have quit the place and others are leaving." It also advised people "to abstain from eating fruits of every kind, and especially to exercise discretion and moderation in dieting," as "the cause of the first case of cholera is attributed to imprudent and immoderate eating." The broadside also issued a call for Bowling Green's denizens to congregate at the Courthouse the next day at 8:00 a.m. "to consider the health of the town and to devise means for removing filth, and purifying the air."
At the bottom of the broadside, the editor noted that there would be "no paper on Saturday", because "our hands...like many others left the place...to get a little fresh air." Also near the bottom, the editor provided the following public service announcement: "the Ladies of the Presbyterian Church have deferred their Fair until next fall" due to the epidemic.
The Kentucky Library faculty and staff appreciate the generosity of Thomas N. Moody of Franklin, who donated this broadside. He has given numerous items to all areas of the Kentucky Building, and we acknowledge his effort to preserve Kentucky's history. Some might view Broadside 1000 as a stained, folded, yellowing sheet of paper; we call it a treasure.
~ Jonathan Jeffrey
Topcat II: A New Endeavor TOPCAT, WKU Libraries' online catalog since 1992, will be converted to a state of the art library management system over the summer that will transform the way local and remote users access the Libraries' collections. By August 1999, TOPCAT's outdated mainframebased system, NOTIS, will be replaced by a cutting edge clientserver system, Endeavor Voyager.
The "new TOPCAT" will have a graphical user interface operating in a familiar Windows environment. It will be accessible through standard Web browsers such as Netscape and Internet Explorer. The new Webbased TOPCAT will enable users to "point and click" to navigate between bibliographic records and seamlessly link to Internet resources cited in those records.
Using the new TOPCAT to locate materials held in the Libraries' collections will be easier and more flexible. Searching can be done by keyword, author, title, subject, call number, date and format. Retrieved records can be selected and marked to print, email or download.
Endeavor Voyager has been funded by the Council on Postsecondary Education as the common library management system for the emerging Kentucky Commonwealth Virtual Library (CVL Preparing the newspapers for microfilming is tedious work due to their fragile condition. The serials librarian cleans each issue and flattens it prior to repairing major tears. The Micrographics unit of the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives in Frankfort will microfilm the papers.

Japanese Clothing on Display at the Kentucky Museum
During the next few months visitors to the Kentucky Museum can view two exquisite kimonos and obi as well as a pair of tabi (splittoed socks) and zori (sandals). This attire offers clues to Japan's past, as clothing in Japan evolved over hundreds of years. Today, kimonos and obi continue to hold an important place in Japanese society, typically representing the wearer's social status and upbringing, and many young women attend kimono school in order to learn how to wear such garments correctly.
Traditionally, a mother gave her oldest daughter some of her kimonos when the daughter married. The obi and kimonos in this exhibit were ordered from a maker in Kyoto, since the donor, Miko Muragachi, was the second daughter. They are, in the words of the donor, a blend of old and new ideas. One of the kimonos features rather contemporary designs produced using the wax resist dye process, and the other has chrysanthemums accented with gold and silver thread. The obi were woven in the Nishijin Textile District of Kyoto, a place famous for its brocade obi.
These garments represent a bridge to old and modern Japan. More specifically, they symbolize the recent ties between the sister cities of Bowling Green, Kentucky and Kawinishi, Japan, and the efforts of the donor, Mrs. Muragachi, to help establish the relationship. In April 1997, she donated this clothing in recognition of the 200th anniversary of the city of Bowling Green. Mrs. Muragachi also made her gift as a way to honor her mother's memory.
